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FOREWORD

It is a great pleasure to be asked to write the Foreword to this book. 

Abdullah and I go back a long way. He was my student in the ELT Department 
at the Education Faculty of Uludağ University back in the mid-1990s, when 
the Faculty was located a long way from where it is now. Even then, Abdullah 
displayed the same thoroughness that still characterizes everything he does, 
even in retirement. In those days, he would hand out computer printouts before 
the debates in our Speaking Skills classes before the rest of us knew what even a 
computer looked like, let alone a printout. 

Several years later, Abdullah and I became colleagues at the same Education 
Faculty, in the place where it is located now, on the main campus. of course, 
while I remained a mere lecturer with a bachelor’s degree and CELTA certificate, 
Abdullah continued to study and to further his career, so that he became much 
better qualified, in terms of academic seniority, than I could ever be. However, he 
still calls me “Sir”, which is an indication of the respect that he continues to show 
me after all these years. 

I am very happy to endorse this book, which I am sure will be of great use to 
both English teachers and linguists alike.    

Philip Smith



INTRODUCTION

In this work, I attempt to introduce an approach to analyze the structure of 
the English language. 

With this approach, I mainly intend to provide English teachers with a set 
of reliable criteria that can be used for the evaluation of structural units from the 
viewpoint of their correctness. 

Most of the time, we judge the grammaticality or correctness of a structural 
unit by using our “inner criteria”, which is the result of our self-monitoring and 
self-correction of our own productions (Gattegno, 1976, p. 29). However, this 
self-awareness is neither objective nor easy to express with a meaning familiar to 
others. An English teacher should be able to judge the correctness of a structural 
unit by using objective and reliable criteria, and through terms and explanations 
that can make the meanings familiar to the learners.

Language teachers deal with grammar; they teach the structure and the 
rules of the language. On the other hand, a language teacher who believes in the 
importance of communication pays attention to language functions. For this dual 
purpose, teachers mostly use sentences, since the essential language unit which 
embeds the basic language structures and language functions is the sentence. 
In other words, a sentence is a unit of language in which two crucial aspects of 
language, “form” and “function”, overlap. For this reason, this book aims to show 
English teachers what the structural units of a sentence are, and the rules that 
regulate syntactic behaviours of these units in the sentence structure. A detailed 
structural analysis of the sentence seems to be a good way to realize the main aim 
of the book.

Our knowledge about a language can be viewed from two perspectives. On 
the one hand, we know the rules of the language that govern the way it works, 
either explicitly or implicitly. On the other hand, we can make use of what we 
know about the language to produce and to understand it. The first one is generally 
called “competency”, and the latter is “performance”. Today it is widely accepted 
that in language instruction, from the viewpoint of learners, “performance” gets 
more attention. Still, from the perspectives of language teachers, “competency” 
constitutes a significant part of their professional background of language teaching, 
since a deep understanding of how a language works might enable them to find 
solutions to some specific language teaching problems. Moreover, except young 
learners, there may be analytical learners who have some questions about the rules 
of language, and instead of a response such as “it is a rule”, a response which says 
“this is the rule” may facilitate the learning of the language. 



vi Structural Analysis of the English Sentence

This book is not a general language teaching / learning book. This book is 
intended as a tool for language teachers who would like to know and explain how 
language works and for those who need to judge the structural correctness of a 
language structure with reliable and objective criteria. This work can be considered 
to be a short book for grammatical awareness.

To understand how something works, we generally try to divide it into its 
components to see how the smaller parts behave, what their functions are, and 
what type of interconnections or relationships there are among them. This process 
is simply called “analyzing something”.

Following the approach suggested by Flor Aarts and Jan Aarts (1982), 
this book suggests a multi-dimensional sentence analysis which includes both 
sentence functions such as subject, object, etc., and their realizations such as noun 
phrase, adjective phrase, etc. This approach interconnects functional analysis with 
categorical analysis. I show that one more dimension can be added to the analysis 
with the semantic roles of the structural units. Moreover, I expand the analyses 
of some structural patterns, such as discontinuous modifiers, which consist 
of different phrase types. In the structural analysis, I use the same terminology 
that Aarts and Aarts used. However, in some cases, I have needed to add some 
additional terms such as “postpositional phrase” or “determinative group”. Most 
of the sentences that constitute the examples of structures are quoted from Aarts 
and Aarts.

In the literature, customarily, the English language is analyzed within four 
levels by the followers of structural linguistics, and each one is referred to as a 
linguistic level. These levels are:

1-Sound level (phonetics and phonology, which deals with the sound system)

2-Morphological level (morphology, which deals with word structure)

3-Syntactic level (syntax, which deals with sentence or phrase structure)

4-Semantic level (semantics, which deals with meaning and usage)

In this work, although there are interdependencies between the levels, I 
focus on an analysis of the English language from the morphological level to the 
syntactic level due to the goals I have set. When the units of analysis are considered 
from this perspective, the following hierarchical table of units emerges:

1-Morphemes,  2-Words, 3-Phrases, and  4-Clauses (or sentences)

With the examples of phrases that can include clauses within their internal 
structures, some deviations from this hierarchy are shown as well.



viiIntroduction

I have taught the topics within this book to English teacher candidates for 
many years and, at first, some teacher candidates and even a few colleagues found 
them difficult and showed resistance. However, according to my periodic surveys 
on the subject, in the end, most of the teacher candidates confessed that they had 
learned those details for the first time from this perspective and that they found the 
lectures beneficial and useful. With this book, I am also trying to share what I have 
accumulated together with those teacher candidates who would like to deal with 
the structure of the English language. of course, the final evaluation of this work 
will be made by readers with their discussions and contributions in the future. 

For this book, I owe much to my university teachers, later colleagues of mine, 
Dr. Mehmet Zaman, who introduced me to those aspects of the language and 
encouraged me in my studies in that way, and Philip Smith, who proofread and 
checked the whole book. I would also like to thank Pegem Academy Publishing for 
making this book available to those who are interested in the subject.

Without the unconditional love and support of my wife Seyhan and my 
son Oguzhan, I would not be writing these lines. Any remaining mistakes and 
inadequacies in this work are my own.

Dr. Abdullah Can





CONTENTS
Foreword .................................................................................................................................iv
Introduction ............................................................................................................................v

Chapter 1.: Morphemes: Building Blocks of Written Words ................1
Classification of Morphemes ................................................................................................3

Lexical and Functional Morphemes ..............................................................................3
Derivational – Inflectional Morphemes ........................................................................5
Free - Bound Morphemes ...............................................................................................9

More on Morphemes .............................................................................................................9

Chapter 2.: Words ...........................................................................11
Classification of Words ........................................................................................................12

Lexical - Functional Words ...........................................................................................12
Open Class – Closed Class Words ...............................................................................13

Chapter 3.: Identifying the Classes of Words....................................17

Chapter 4.: Nouns ...........................................................................23
Semantic Properties of Nouns ............................................................................................23
Morphological Properties of Nouns ..................................................................................24
Syntactic Properties of Nouns ............................................................................................26

Chapter 5.: Adjectives .....................................................................29
Semantic Properties of Adjectives ......................................................................................29
Morphological Properties of Adjectives ............................................................................29
Syntactic Properties of Adjectives ......................................................................................30

Attributive Adjectives ....................................................................................................31
Predicative Adjectives ....................................................................................................31
Attributive-Only and Predicative-Only Adjectives ...................................................33

Attributive-Only Adjectives ....................................................................................33
Predicative Only Adjectives ....................................................................................34

Chapter 6.: Adverbs .........................................................................35
Semantic Properties of Adverbs .........................................................................................35
Morphological Properties of Adverbs................................................................................35
Syntactic Properties of Adverbs ..........................................................................................36

A Few Words about the Adverb “Not” ........................................................................39



x Structural Analysis of the English Sentence

Chapter 7.: Verbs ............................................................................41
Semantic Properties of Verbs ..............................................................................................41
Morphological Properties of Verbs ....................................................................................42
Syntactic Properties of Verbs ..............................................................................................46

Functional Classification of Verbs ...............................................................................47
Lexical Verbs .............................................................................................................47
Auxiliary Verbs .........................................................................................................48
Lexical Verbs vs. Auxiliary Verbs ...........................................................................48
Lexical or Auxiliary: Semi-Auxiliary Verbs ..........................................................51
Types of Auxiliary Verbs .........................................................................................53

Modal Auxiliary Verbs  .....................................................................................53
Primary Auxiliary Verbs  ..................................................................................54
Functions of the Primary Auxiliary Verbs  ....................................................55

Chapter 8.: Prepositions ..................................................................59
Semantic Properties of Prepositions ..................................................................................59
Morphological Properties of Prepositions ........................................................................59
Syntactic Properties of Prepositions ..................................................................................60
An Exceptional Class of Word: Postpositions ..................................................................61

Chapter 9.: Conjunctions .................................................................63
Semantic Properties of Conjunctions ................................................................................63
Morphological Properties of Conjunctions ......................................................................63
Syntactic Properties of Conjunctions ................................................................................63

Coordination and Coordinators ..................................................................................65
Subordination and Subordinators ................................................................................66
Rankshift .........................................................................................................................67

Chapter 10.: Pronouns .....................................................................69
Semantic Properties of Pronouns .......................................................................................69
Morphological Properties of Pronouns .............................................................................69
Functional Classification of Pronouns...............................................................................71

Self-Pronouns .................................................................................................................71
Demonstrative Pronouns ..............................................................................................73
Possessive Pronouns ......................................................................................................73
Relative Pronouns ..........................................................................................................74
Interrogative Pronouns ..................................................................................................76
Reciprocal Pronouns ......................................................................................................77
Indefinite Pronouns .......................................................................................................78



xiContents

Chapter 11.: Articles .......................................................................79
Semantic Properties of Articles ..........................................................................................79
Morphological Properties of Articles ................................................................................79
Syntactic Properties of Articles ..........................................................................................80

Chapter 12.: Numerals ....................................................................81
Semantic Properties of Numerals .......................................................................................81
Morphological Properties of Numerals .............................................................................81
Syntactic Properties of Numerals .......................................................................................82

Chapter 13.: Quantifiers ..................................................................83
Semantic Properties of Quantifiers ....................................................................................83
Morphological Properties of Quantifiers ..........................................................................83
Syntactic Properties of Quantifiers ....................................................................................83

Chapter 14.: Formation of a Sentence .............................................87
The Primitive Form of a Sentence  .....................................................................................87
Formation of a Sentence in the Human Mind ..................................................................89
Roots of Basic Kernel Sentence Patterns ...........................................................................90
Basic Patterns of Kernel Sentences .....................................................................................93

Chapter 15.: Semantic Roles ...........................................................95
Agent ......................................................................................................................................95
Experiencer ...........................................................................................................................96
Cause ......................................................................................................................................96
Possessor/Container .............................................................................................................97
Patient ....................................................................................................................................97
Theme .....................................................................................................................................97
Stimulus .................................................................................................................................98
Instrument .............................................................................................................................99
Recipient ................................................................................................................................99
Beneficiary .............................................................................................................................99
Attribute .............................................................................................................................. 100
Identifier/Carrier ............................................................................................................... 101
Measure ............................................................................................................................... 101
Other Semantic Roles ....................................................................................................... 101

Location ........................................................................................................................ 102
Time .............................................................................................................................. 102



xii Structural Analysis of the English Sentence

Manner ......................................................................................................................... 102
Goal ............................................................................................................................... 102
Origin ............................................................................................................................ 103

Relations Between Roles and Sentence Functions ........................................................ 103
A Meta-Role ....................................................................................................................... 104

Chapter 16.:  Basic Sentence Patterns: Verbs and Complements ....105
Intransitive Verbs and Relevant Sentence Pattern ........................................................ 106

Some Other Issues ....................................................................................................... 107
The Sentence Pattern with Intransitive Verbs  ......................................................... 107

Mono-Transitive Verbs and Relevant Sentence Pattern ............................................... 107
Semantic Criteria for Direct Object .......................................................................... 108
Syntactic Criteria for Direct Object .......................................................................... 109
Some Other Issues  ...................................................................................................... 110
The Sentence Pattern with Mono-Transitive Verbs ................................................ 112

Linking Verbs (Copulas) and Relevant Sentence Pattern ............................................ 112
Semantic Criteria for Subject Attribute .................................................................... 113
Syntactic Criteria for Subject Attribute .................................................................... 114
The Sentence Pattern with Linking Verbs (Copulas) ............................................. 115

Non-Transitive Complement Verbs and Relevant Sentence Pattern .......................... 115
Semantic Criteria for Predicator Complement ....................................................... 116
Syntactic Criteria for Predicator Complement........................................................ 118
The Sentence Pattern with Non-Transitive Complement Verbs ........................... 119

Verbs with Two Obligatory Complements ..................................................................... 119
Ditransitive Verbs and Relevant Sentence Patterns ...................................................... 120

Semantic Criteria for Indirect Object ....................................................................... 121
Syntactic Criteria for Indirect Object ....................................................................... 121
Semantic Criteria for Benefactive Object ................................................................ 122
Syntactic Criteria for Benefactive Object ................................................................. 124
The Sentence Patterns with Ditransitive Verbs ....................................................... 125

Complex Transitive Verbs and Relevant Sentence Pattern .......................................... 126
Semantic Criteria for Object Attribute ..................................................................... 126
Syntactic Criteria for Object Attribute ..................................................................... 128
The Sentence Patterns with Complex Transitive Verbs .......................................... 129

Predicator Complement Transitive Verbs and Relevant Sentence Pattern ................ 129
Semantic Criteria for Predicator Complement ....................................................... 130
Syntactic Criteria for Predicator Complement........................................................ 133
The Sentence Patterns with Complex Transitive Verbs .......................................... 134

A Flowchart to Identify the Complement Types of the Predicator. ............................ 134



xiiiContents

Chapter 17.: An Overview of the Sentence Functions .....................137
Subject ................................................................................................................................. 137

Position ......................................................................................................................... 138
Concord ........................................................................................................................ 139
Passivization ................................................................................................................. 140
Repetition in Tag Questions ...................................................................................... 140

Predicator  .......................................................................................................................... 141
Direct Object ...................................................................................................................... 142
Subject Attribute ................................................................................................................ 142
Predicator Complement (As Single Complement) ....................................................... 142
Indirect Object ................................................................................................................... 142
Benefactive Object ............................................................................................................. 143
Object Attribute ................................................................................................................. 143
Predicator Complement (As Companion Complement) ............................................. 144
Adverbial ............................................................................................................................ 144

Optionality of Adverbials ........................................................................................... 144
Mobility of Adverbials ................................................................................................ 144

Summary of the Sentence Patterns ................................................................................. 145

Chapter 18.: Functions and Categories ..........................................147
Functions ............................................................................................................................ 148
Categories ........................................................................................................................... 149
Functions versus Categories ............................................................................................. 149
Two Dimensions: Functional and Categorical Representations  ................................ 153
Three-Dimensional Analysis............................................................................................ 154

Chapter 19.: Introduction to the Phrase Structure .........................157
Identifying Five Phrase Types  ......................................................................................... 159

Verb Phrase .................................................................................................................. 159
Prepositional Phrase ................................................................................................... 159
Noun, Adjective, and Adverb Phrases ...................................................................... 160

Chapter 20.:  Types of Phrases and Phrase-Internal Functions ........163
Noun Phrase ....................................................................................................................... 163

Phrase-Internal Functions of Noun Phrases ........................................................... 164
Head ........................................................................................................................ 164
Determiner............................................................................................................. 164
Modifier .................................................................................................................. 165



xiv Structural Analysis of the English Sentence

Descriptive Modifiers ..................................................................................... 167
Classifying Modifiers ...................................................................................... 167
Premodifiers .................................................................................................... 168
Postmodifiers ................................................................................................... 168
Discontinuous Modifiers ............................................................................... 168

Typical Structure of the Noun Phrase ...................................................................... 169
Adjective Phrase ................................................................................................................ 169

Phrase-Internal Functions of Adjective Phrases ..................................................... 170
Head ........................................................................................................................ 170
Modifier .................................................................................................................. 170

Premodifiers .................................................................................................... 171
Postmodifiers ................................................................................................... 171
Discontinuous Modifiers ............................................................................... 171

Typical Structure of the Adjective Phrase ................................................................ 171
Adverb Phrase .................................................................................................................... 172

Phrase-Internal Functions of Adverb Phrases ......................................................... 172
Head ........................................................................................................................ 172
Modifier .................................................................................................................. 173

Premodifiers .................................................................................................... 173
Postmodifiers ................................................................................................... 173
Discontinuous Modifiers ............................................................................... 173

Typical Structure of the Adverb Phrase ................................................................... 174
Prepositional Phrase ......................................................................................................... 174

Phrase-Internal Functions of Prepositional Phrase ................................................ 175
Prepositional .......................................................................................................... 175
Prepositional Complement .................................................................................. 176

Typical Structure of the Prepositional Phrase ......................................................... 176
Verb Phrase ........................................................................................................................ 176

Chapter 21.: Indicators of the Verb Phrase ....................................181
Mood ................................................................................................................................... 182

Indicative Mood .......................................................................................................... 182
Imperative Mood ......................................................................................................... 183
Subjunctive Mood ....................................................................................................... 183

Modality .............................................................................................................................. 184
Tense.................................................................................................................................... 185
Aspect  ................................................................................................................................. 187

Perfective Aspect ......................................................................................................... 187
Progressive Aspect ...................................................................................................... 188



xvContents

Voice .................................................................................................................................... 188
Active Voice ................................................................................................................. 190
Passive Voice ................................................................................................................ 190
Middle Voice ................................................................................................................ 192

The Number of Tenses in English. .................................................................................. 195

Chapter 22.: Introduction to the Clause Structure .........................197
Definition of Clause .......................................................................................................... 197
Various Clauses .................................................................................................................. 199
Clause or Sentence  ........................................................................................................... 199

Chapter 23.: Types of Clauses .......................................................201
Clause Types According to Their Structures ................................................................. 201

Finite Clauses ............................................................................................................... 201
Non-Finite Clauses...................................................................................................... 202
Verbless Clauses .......................................................................................................... 204

Clause Types According to Their Functions .................................................................. 205
Clauses as Sentence Functions .................................................................................. 205
Clauses with Categorical References ........................................................................ 206
Clauses as Phrase-Internal Functions ....................................................................... 207

Relative Clauses ..................................................................................................... 207
Appositive Clauses ................................................................................................ 212
Clauses Introduced by Temporal Conjunctions ............................................... 213

Chapter 24.: Introduction to the Tree Diagram ..............................215
 Some Details about Tree Diagrams ................................................................................ 220

Discontinuous Structures ........................................................................................... 220
Multiple Realizations .................................................................................................. 223
Determinative Groups ................................................................................................ 224
Multi-Word Realizations ............................................................................................ 226
Coordination and Subordination .............................................................................. 227

Notations Used in Tree Diagrams ................................................................................... 228
Sentence / Clause Functions ...................................................................................... 228
Other Functions .......................................................................................................... 229
Sentence / Clause Categories (Realizations)  ........................................................... 229
Phrase Categories (Realizations) ............................................................................... 229
Other Categories (Realizations) ................................................................................ 229
Phrase-Internal Functions  ........................................................................................ 229
Phrase-Internal Categories (Realizations) ............................................................... 230



xvi Structural Analysis of the English Sentence

Chapter 25.: Noun Phrase: Functions and Realizations ..................231
Realizations of the Head Function .................................................................................. 231

Nouns ............................................................................................................................ 231
Pronouns ...................................................................................................................... 232
Adjectives in Generic Reference ............................................................................... 232
Numerals ...................................................................................................................... 234
Local Genitive .............................................................................................................. 234

Realizations of the Determiner Function ....................................................................... 235
Articles .......................................................................................................................... 236
Possessive Pronouns ................................................................................................... 236
Demonstrative Pronouns ........................................................................................... 237
Numerals ...................................................................................................................... 237
Quantifiers.................................................................................................................... 237

Realizations of the Premodifier Function ...................................................................... 241
Adjectives ..................................................................................................................... 241
Nouns ............................................................................................................................ 243
Classifying Genitive .................................................................................................... 243
Adverbs ......................................................................................................................... 245

Realizations of the Postmodifier Function ..................................................................... 245
Adjectives ..................................................................................................................... 245
Adverbs ......................................................................................................................... 250
Prepositional Phrases .................................................................................................. 251
Noun Phrases ............................................................................................................... 252
Relative Clauses ........................................................................................................... 252
Appositive Clauses ...................................................................................................... 253
Clauses Introduced by Temporal Conjunctions...................................................... 254

Realizations of the Discontinuous Modifier Function ................................................. 255
Adjectives Postmodified by Prepositional Phrases ................................................. 255
Adjectives Postmodified by Non-Finite Clauses ..................................................... 256
Comparative Adjectives Postmodified by Comparative Clauses   ........................ 256
Comparative Adjectives Postmodified by Prepositional Phrases ......................... 257
Comparative Adjectives Postmodified by Comparative Clauses   ........................ 257
Intensified Adjectives Postmodified by Finite Clauses ........................................... 259
Intensified Adjectives Postmodified by Non-Finite Clauses ................................. 261

Chapter 26.: Adjective Phrase: Functions and Realizations ............263
Realizations of the Head Function .................................................................................. 263
Realizations of the Premodifier Function ...................................................................... 263
Realizations of the Postmodifier Function ..................................................................... 264



xviiContents

Adverb “Enough”......................................................................................................... 264
Prepositional Phrases .................................................................................................. 265
Finite Clauses ............................................................................................................... 265
Non-Finite Clauses...................................................................................................... 266

“To” Infinitive Clauses Including an Interrogative Pronoun ........................... 266
“To” Infinitive Clauses with Overt Subject ........................................................ 267
“-Ing” Participle Clauses ...................................................................................... 267

Realizations of the Discontinuous Modifier Function ................................................. 268
Intensifying Adverb (So) Postmodified by Finite Clauses ..................................... 268
Intensifying Adverb (So) Postmodified by Non-Finite Clauses ............................ 269
Comparative Adverb (As) Postmodified by Finite Comparative Clauses ........... 269
Comparative Adverb (As) Postmodified by Prepositional Phrases ...................... 270
Comparative Adverb (More) Postmodified by Finite Clauses .............................. 271
Comparative Adverb (More) Postmodified by Prepositional Phrases ................. 272
Intensifying Adverb (Too) Postmodified by Non-Finite Clauses ......................... 272

Chapter 27.: Adverb Phrase: Functions and Realizations ...............275
Realizations of the Head Function .................................................................................. 275
Realizations of the Premodifier Function ...................................................................... 275
Realizations of the Postmodifier Function ..................................................................... 276

Adverb “Enough”......................................................................................................... 276
Finite Clauses Following an Adverb in Comparative Form .................................. 277
Prepositional Phrases Following an Adverb in Comparative Form ..................... 277

Realizations of the Discontinuous Modifier Function ................................................. 278
Intensifying Adverb (So) Postmodified by a Finite Clause .................................... 278
Intensifying Adverb (So) Postmodified by a Non-Finite Clause .......................... 279
Comparative Adverb (As) Postmodified by a Finite Comparative Clause .......... 280
Comparative Adverb (As) Postmodified by a Prepositional Phrase .................... 281
Comparative Adverb (More/Less) Postmodified by a Finite Comparative  
Clause   .......................................................................................................................... 282
Comparative Adverb (More/Less) Postmodified by a Prepositional Phrase ....... 282
Intensifying Adverb (Too) Postmodified by a Finite Clause ................................. 283

Chapter 28.: Prepositional Phrase: Functions and Realizations......285
Realization of the Prepositional Function ...................................................................... 285
Realizations of the Prepositional Complement Function ............................................ 286

Nouns ............................................................................................................................ 286
Finite Clauses ............................................................................................................... 286



xviii Structural Analysis of the English Sentence

Non-Finite Clauses ..................................................................................................... 287
Prepositional Phrases .................................................................................................. 288
Adverbs ......................................................................................................................... 288

An Exceptional Phrase-Internal Function in the Prepositional Phrase ..................... 288

Chapter 29.: Realizations of Sentence Functions ...........................293
Multiple Realization of Subject ........................................................................................ 293
Multiple Realization of Predicator .................................................................................. 294
Multiple Realization of Subject Attribute ....................................................................... 295
Multiple Realization of Direct Object ............................................................................. 295
Multiple Realization of Object Attribute ........................................................................ 296
Multiple Realization of Adverbial ................................................................................... 296

Chapter 30.: Realization of the Subject Function ...........................299
Noun Phrases ..................................................................................................................... 299
Finite Clauses ..................................................................................................................... 300
Non-Finite Clauses ............................................................................................................ 300
Anticipatory “It” + “Finite Clause” .................................................................................. 302
Anticipatory “It” + “Non-Finite Clause” ........................................................................ 302
Existential “There” ............................................................................................................. 303
Prepositional Phrases ........................................................................................................ 304

Chapter 31.: Realization of the Direct Object Function .................307
Noun Phrases ..................................................................................................................... 307
Finite Clauses ..................................................................................................................... 308
Non-Finite Clauses ............................................................................................................ 308
Anticipatory “It” + “Finite Clause” .................................................................................. 309
Anticipatory “It” + “Non-Finite Clause” ........................................................................ 310

Chapter 32.: Realization of the Indirect Object Function ...............311
Noun Phrases ..................................................................................................................... 311
Finite Clauses ..................................................................................................................... 312

Chapter 33.: Realization of the Benefactive Object Function .........313
Noun Phrases ..................................................................................................................... 313
Finite Clauses ..................................................................................................................... 314



xixContents

Chapter 34.: Realization of the Subject Attribute Function ............315
Noun Phrases  .................................................................................................................... 315
Adjective Phrases  .............................................................................................................. 316
Prepositional Phrases ........................................................................................................ 317
Finite Clauses ..................................................................................................................... 318
Non-Finite Clauses ............................................................................................................ 318
Adverbs ............................................................................................................................... 319

Chapter 35.: Realization of the Object Attribute Function .............321
Noun Phrases  .................................................................................................................... 321
Adjective Phrases  .............................................................................................................. 322
Prepositional Phrases ........................................................................................................ 322
Finite Clauses ..................................................................................................................... 323
Non-Finite Clauses ............................................................................................................ 323

Chapter 36.: Realization of the Predicator Complement Function ..325
Noun Phrases  .................................................................................................................... 325
Prepositional Phrases ........................................................................................................ 326
Finite Clauses ..................................................................................................................... 327
Non-Finite Clauses ............................................................................................................ 328

Chapter 37.: Realization of the Adverbial Function ........................329
Adverb Phrases .................................................................................................................. 329
Prepositional Phrases ........................................................................................................ 330
Noun Phrases ..................................................................................................................... 332
Finite Clauses ..................................................................................................................... 333
Non-Finite Clauses ............................................................................................................ 333
Verbless Clauses ................................................................................................................. 335

References .......................................................................................................................... 339

Index ................................................................................................................................... 341





A morpheme, by definition, is the smallest unit of the written (spelt) language, 
which has either a meaning or a function.

Generally, morphemes are considered as the “building blocks” of written 
words, and each block should have either a meaning or a function. In other words, 
if a written word is divided into its smallest components in such a way that each 
component should have either a meaning or a function, then in that case, each 
remaining component can be considered to be a morpheme.

For example, when we consider the word “unacceptable” from this viewpoint, 
this word can be divided into three indivisible building blocks (un-accept-able). 
Each block has either a meaning or a function. The following three parts are the 
morphemes that compose the word “unacceptable”:

 un: This block does not have any meaning but has a grammatical function 
which negates (gives negative meaning to) the following item. 

 accept: This block is a verb which has a meaning (Its meaning is “to take 
or receive (something offered) with approval”) 

 able: This block does not have any meaning, either, but it has a grammatical 
function, which is converting a verb into an adjective by changing its word class. 

As Katamba (1993, p.20) argues, lego provides a useful analogy for 
morphemes. According to his view, morphemes can be compared to pieces of lego 
that can be used again and again as building blocks of words to form many new 
words. When we are constructing something new with legos, due to the forms of 
the legos, each lego fits into another accurately and there remains no piece that 
does not fit into another appropriately. However, when the case is forming new 
words with morphemes, in the construction process, we may see slight differences 
in comparison with forming something new with legos.

CHAPTER 1.
MORPHEMES: BUILDING BLOCKS OF 

WRITTEN WORDS



We both write and say words following two different fashions from different 
levels of analysis. On the one hand, we consider speech sounds and syllables of 
the sound system. On the other hand, we consider morphemes. At this stage, it 
is important to avoid confusing morphemes (or building blocks of words) with 
syllables1. Since syllables and morphemes do not overlap exactly, from time to 
time, we need to make some modifications in the structure of morphemes when 
we are forming words by using morphemes as building blocks of words, due to the 
phonological issues. In other words, if we consider the phonology of language with 
the morphemic structure at the same time, morphemes may not behave as if they 
were legos, and in such cases, we need to make some changes to the structure of 
the morphemes. From the viewpoint of the level of analysis, this is the result of the 
interaction between the sound level and morphological level. As the result of this 
interaction, we generally make three types of modifications to the structures of the 
morphemes within the words, as seen in the following examples (in which some 
adjectives are formed by simply adding the typical adjective-forming morpheme 
“-al” to nouns):

1-We may remove some part of the morpheme: 

To form the adjective “medicinal” (medicine+al→medicin(e) + al→medicin-
al→medicinal) 

To form the adjective “tribal” (tribe+al→trib(e) + al→trib-al→tribal)

2-We may change some part of the morpheme: 

To form the adjective “sensual” (sense+al→sens (e)→(u) + al→sens(u)-
al→sensual) 

To form the adjective “colonial” (colony+al→colon (y)→(i) + al→colon(i)-
al→colonial)

1 Syllables are groupings of sounds for the purpose of articulation, while morphemes are the 
smallest units of meaning or grammatical function. For example, the word “camera” has 
three syllables [/kæ-mә-rә/] but has only one morpheme (that is, it is impossible to divide 
the word “camera” into its smallest units that each unit has either meaning or grammatical 
function). On the other hand, the word “books” has one syllable [/buks/], but has two 
morphemes in its structure (that is, “book” a noun that has a meaning of printed sheets of 
paper, and “-s” which has a grammatical function that refers to the fact that the preceding 
item is in its plural form.)

2 Structural Analysis of the English Sentence


